THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR 


Let your light so shine before men, that they may 1 your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.—MATTHEW V: 16. 


No. 44, Vol. LIV. Monday, Ootober 31, 1892. Price One Penny. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Sixty-third Semi-annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, at 10 a.m., 
on Thursday, October 6, 1892, President Wilford Woodruff presiding. 
There were on the stand: Of the First Presidency, Wilford Woodruff 
and Joseph F. Smith; of the Council of the Twelve Apostles, Lorenzo 
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, Moses Thatcher, Francis M. Lyman, John 
Henry Smith, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, and 
Abraham H. Cannon; Patriarch John Smith; of the Presiding Council of 
Seventies, Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjelsted, B. H. Roberts, George 
Reynolds; of the Presiding Bishopric, W. B. Preston, Robert T. Burton 
and John R. Winder. 
There were also many other leading officers of the Church from various 
parts.of Utah and surrounding region. 
Conference was called to order by President Joseph F. Smith. 
The choir and W sang the hymn commencing: 
Come let us anew our journey pursue Z 
Roll round with the year. 


G prayer was offered by President Angus M. Cannon. 


Hail to the brightness of Zion’s glad morning, 
Joy to the lands that in darkness have lain. 


was sung by the choir, and the conference was addressed by 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF, 
who said, in substance, that through the mercy and providence of God 
those present this morning had been preserved to again attend the Semi- 
annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Quite a number of our brethren and sisters had passed from this state of 
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existence into the spirit world since we last met.in conference. In turn 
we should also passaway. While we had the privilege of meeting together 
in this capacity, he trusted that our hearts would be united in prayer be- 
fore the Lord, that we might enjoy the inspiration of Almighty God, the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, the spirit of light and truth, so that we might 
edify one another in our teachings, counsels, testimonies and administra- 
tions. We needed this blessing day by day, that we might understand 
and comprehend the responsibilities which we were under to God our 
Heavenly Father. 

Wben he reflected that this comparatively little band of men and women 
had been gathered into the valleys of these mountains, from all nations 
under heaven, by the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for the 
purpose of carrying out the mind and will of God in the age and dispensa- 
tion in which we lived, he realized indeed, as all the Saints must, that the 
responsibility resting upon us, as upon the Saints of God in every age of 
the world, was very great. 

Like all other dispensations and generations of men we were placed here 
on a mission. We lived in the spirit world before we came here; we 
dwelt in the presence of God; and it had been our fortune, or our destiny 
—call it which you please — to be born in the present generation when 
the God of Israel had set His hand for the last time to build up His 
kingdom upon the earth, to prepare His people for the great event which 
awaits us. 

There had been no dispensation fraught with greater importance than 
this, and his desire while we were together in this conference was that 
the Apostles and Elders who might address us should have the spirit of 
the Priesthood upon them. 

He thanked God that he still lived—that his life had been spared 
until now. When he looked back upon the past, he realized that the 
majority of his former companions—those with whom he had been asso- 
ciated from the foundation of this Church—had gone into the spirit world ; 
and he expected shortly to follow them there. 

From the time we were first led into these mountain valleys by a 
Prophet, Seer and Revelator, who was clothed with the spirit and power of 
God, until now, the hand of God had been manifested among the people, 
and that in fulfillment of the revelations and prophecies recorded in every 
book handed down to us as the word of God to the children of men. 

He sincerely hoped that while we lived in the flesh we would fully 
realize all our responsibilities and the work which is required at our 
hands. He desired that the Saints would, as far as possible during this 
conference, lay aside all business cares, and pay strict attention to the 
work now before us—that we might be of one heart and mind, and be filled 
with light, truth and power to receive the teachings of our brethren. 

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG e« 
addressed the conference, i in substance, as follows: It was a great blessing 
to come together in general conference, and to listen to our venerated 
President, who has been faithful so many years. He rejoiced in having a 
standing with the people of God. The Saints had made progress since the 
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organization of the Church, which had a small beginning. The Gospel 
had spread to nearly all the civilized nations of the globe. The Elders had 
been endowed with power and authority. They had gone into the world; 
the honest in heart had received their testimony, and the Spirit of God 
had given them ability to face the opposition of the world. Notwith- 
standing the forces that had been operated to impede the progress of the 
work of God, it had rolled on. The instructions that would be given in 
this general gathering would be carried to the uttermost bounds of the 
Church on the earth, and the same spirit present here would accompany 
then. Every person attending conference should pray that we might 
have a time of profit and instruction, that all might be edified. When 
prayer was offered here there should be a harmonious response from every 


heart, that the petition might be an aggregate one, and the Lord would be 


induced to pour out His blessing upon us. * God bless the speakers of 


this conference and all the people. 
APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW 


inn eubstentiadly as follows: President Woodruff, in his opening re- 
marks, stated that the people in these valleys came from the various 
nations of the earth for an especial purpose. This idea is worthy of serious 
consideration. We came here because the Lord, through His servants, had 
told us that it was His will that we should here carry out certain purposes. 
It is not the first time that the Lord has called out a people to come 
together from their various localities, to a certain place, for a certain pur- 
pose. He has done this because the circumstances surrounding the people 
in their various abiding places were such as to demand this call. It was 
so in reference to Abraham. The conditions that surrounded him and 
bore upon him were of that nature that he could not carry out the wishes 
of God under existing circumstances; and therefore he was called away. 
When the children of Israel were in the Egyptian bondage their circum- 
stances were such that in order that they might carry out the purpose of 
God they had to be moved from that bondage and go to another couutry, 
where they could fulfil His designs in reference tothem. And soin regard 
to Lehi, as we read in the Book of Mormon. There was a necessity for 
his being called out and going to a land which the Lord proposed to show 
him. So it has been all along in the dispensation of God’s people, in the 
different periods of the earth’s history. It is strange as to man, with his 
small intelligence and intellectual power, how far he can succeed in receiv- 
ing the blessings of the Almighty when he pursues the proper course 
which the Lord marks out for him. If people bring their passions into 
perfect subjection to the principles of wisdom, this will tend toward their 
exaltation and glory. 

We should understand Ain that we have planted our feet upon 
the true and sure foundation that cannot be shaken—a foundation of such 
a character that by pursuing a proper course we may secure to ourselves 
every advantage and every blessing that any man or woman has secured 
at any time in the various dispensations that God has given to the human 
family. This is a wonderful satisfaction, when he realize that we have 
started aright in the narrow path that leads to exaltation and glory, and 
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there is no power under the heavens that can turn us from that path if we 
are faithful. 

When we started out on this course, when the Gospel reached us, when 
we received these ordinances, there was something attached to the receiv- 
ing of these ordinances that should help us to move in this path, and resist 
the various things that might oppose us; and that was something that 
the world knows not of. Thousands of the Latter-day Saints have received 
this supernatural aid and power, which will enable them to advance from 
one degree of perfection to another. : 

The same question might be asked of the brethren and n before me 
as Paul asked of certain disciples, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed?’ If that question is asked of the Latter-day Saints, they 
should be able to answer it with satisfaction to themselves. If we have 
not received it why have we not? Those to whom Paul spoke had not 
received the Holy Ghost because they had not received the ordinance of 
baptism from those having authority to administer it. Paul understood 
this and instructed them to be baptized by proper authority and they 
should receive the Holy Ghost. It is the Holy Ghost which gives revela- 
tion, and knowledge unto us. It reveals to us the fact that those men 
who administered the ordinances unto us did so under the authority of 
the Son of God. The Holy Ghost will take of the things of God and mani- 
fest them clearly unto us, and when we are in doubt as to the way we 
should go, it will direct us. I believe many of us feel like shouting 
Hosanna to God and the Lamb for our redemption from the roe 
Babylon! 

Many tests have been given us which have been Merd 10 somal but we 
have received strength to resist. In Kirtland, Missouri, Nauvoo, and even 
in these valleys, where we thought all would be peace, these tests have 
come tous. But any man or woman who has been progressing in intelli- 
gence, in increase of faith, and in knowledge, has been able to stand them 
and reap the reward following their faithfulness. The prospects before us 
are still bright, and though temptations are increasing around us, our re- 
ward for resisting them will increase in proportion. We are rapidly in- 
oreasing in spiritual knowledge and faith, oe in ability to make sacrifices 
for the advancement of the work of God. 

May God bless all who are laboring for the advancement of His work, 
and may He bless the honest in heart wherever they may be, until the 
time comes when we shall go into the spirit world and there our spirits 
enter our glorified bodies, and we may look back with satisfaction upon 
the labors we have performed, and regard our sacrifices as — 

[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


THE FRENCH ARMY. 


M. CocueEry, the for the Department of the in 
his report on the military estimates, answering the question as to how 
much money has been spent on the French army since the war of 1870, 
sets down the total figure at 18 milliards of francs. As the milliard 
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amounts to £40,000,000 sterling, this means a net outlay of £770,000,000. 
From this very large sum, however, the money devoted to pensions and 
to the construction of strategic railways may be deducted, and this leaves 
15,068,000,000f. used for purely military purposes. Of this, 2,891,000,000f. 

have been employed on the reconstitution of materiel, while 11,774,000,000f. 
have been devoted to the maintenance of the different arms of the 
service. Broadly speaking, the money bestowed every year on officers 
and men has averaged 580,000,000f. Whereas the regular army consisted 
in 1869 of 24,005 officers and 385,372 men, with 89,702 horses, it is composed 
this year of 28,382 officers and 484,015 men, with 140,879 horses. There 
are now 173 regiments of infantry of the line, 30 battalions of rifles, and 
five African regiments. Of the cavalry there are 89 regiments. The 
artillery comprises 38 regiments, 16 fortress battalions, and 28 mountain 
batteries, with a total of 580 batteries, or 69,371 men. The engineers, 
nearly 11,000 in number, are divided into five regiments; the military 
train, with its 20 squadrons, attains very nearly the same figure; and the 
other branches of the service, including gendarmes, are estimated at 
50,000 men. Whereas, however, in 1869, the regular army practically rep- 
resented all the troops at the disposal of the Government, the case is 
very different now. With the addition of the territorial army, and 
without taking into account me reserves of the latter—which, when 
completely organized, will amount to 850,000 men—1,650 battalions of 
infantry, 600 squadrons of cavalry, and 750 batteries of artillery, repre- 
senting, with the depots, a force of more than two millions of men can be 
brought into the field. The “Lebel” rifle, M. Cochery states, can, at a 
distance of 2,000 metres, send a bullet through an oak board eight centi- 
metres in thickness. The magazine contains eight cartridges, which can 
be fired off with the utmost rapidity. As for the new cannon, they carry 
twice as far as those of the old pattern, and the destructive power of the 
projectiles has considerably increased. Armor-plated cupolas have been 
placed in some of the fortresses, and special care has been bestowed on 
the powder magazines. Some of the guns which were too much exposed 
and too visible from the outside have been removed, and other changes 
have been introduced in accordance with modern exigencies — Mercury. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


throne of gold next year. 

A 06, Englewood, euburb of Chicago, U.S.A., on October 18, en- 
tailing a loss of half a million dollars. 

The City of Paris arrived at Sandy Hook, on the morning of October 19, having made 
the in five days, fourteen house and tarenty-four 
ing all former records, 

Several shocks of.carthquake wore experienced at Guadalajara, Mexico, on October 19. 
were almost continuous for two days. : 
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A Berlin, Germany, dispatch says that, under the provision of the new military bill, 
the number of men recruited annually will be increased by sixty thousand. 

A tremendous waterspout burst over Nueces County, Texas, U. S. A., on October 18, 
temporarily flooding a belt of 400,000 acres. No loss of stock is reported, the disturbance 
and flood being of short duration. 

Mr. George Fowler, a wealthy provision merchant of Rock Ferry, and Liverpool, 
England, who died recently, bequeathed $500,000 for distribution in various charities. 
He left $20,000 of this amount to the Salvation Army. 


News from Venezuela states that several promiment citizens in Caracas have been 
imprisoned by the new government for having plotted to recall Senor Blanco. A force 
of 4,000 men marched to Barcelona to assist the besiegers. 


The Russian wheat trade is passing through a serious crisis in consequence of a fall in 
price, owing to foreign merchants declining to purchase the surplus grain. Several firms 
in the export trade have been compelied to suspend operations. 

The Italian War Minister says that, as far as armament is concerned, Italy is in ad- 
vance of all other nations, and that, since he has assumed office, retrenchments have 
been effected in the military expenditure to double the amount promised. 


A dispatch from New York, dated October 17, states that a large British flag, forming 
part of the decoration of the Bank of British North America in Wall Street, was torn 
down by an unknown man, who trampled it under his feet and walked away. 


At Chicago, III., U.S. A., on October 21, the World's Fair was dedicated in the presence 
of 100,000 people, Mr. Chauncey Depew deliv8ring the dedicatory oration. Fifteen 
thousand troops took part in the procession, and * line of carriages was several miles 
in length. 

It is proposed to re-organize the Swedish army, the cost of which will involve an 
annual expenditure of about £370,000. To meet this demand on the treasury, increased 
taxation is to be levied on landed property, personal incomes, and a further addition to 
the stamp duties. 


A little girl, nine years of age, 1 was sentenced to three weeks imprisonment, and five 
years in a reformatory, at Crewe, England, recently, for stealing eggs. The youthful 
delinquent had, however, been before the magistrates, for other offenses, on several 
previous occasions. 


On October 21, Hon. W. E. Gladstone cut the first sod of the new Wirral Railway, 
which will bring North Wales into closer communication with the centre of Lancashire, 
England. The ceremony took place close to Harwarden bridge in the presence of a dis- 
tinguished assemblage. 

Intelligence has reached Paris to the effect that the French ‘expeditionary force in 
Dahomey has met with unexpected resistance near Cana. The intention of the French 
government is said to be the division of Dahomey into tribes with native chiefs placed 
under French protectorate, but subject to the king. 

A serious race conflict broke out on October 18, at Milnerville, New York, between 
Hungarian and Italian laborers, which culminated in a riot, one man being killed and 
three others fatally wounded, the bodies of all four being covered with stabs and cuts. 
About twenty others received less serious knife wounds in the melee. Trouble has been 
1 the two parties for some time past, and several men have been 
m 


An event of rare and curious interest is reported from the United States. In a Broad- 
way book store in New York, two bookworms were discovered feeding on an antique copy 
of Seneca. These minute animals, more celebrated in literature than anything else of 
their size, are very infrequently found, and even more .infrequently identified. The 
discovery of specimens has been chronicled, 
a creature more of fable and fancy than of fact. 
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Nancy Hanks, the famous American trotting mare, lowered/her time at Terre Haute, 
Indiana, U. S. A., on September 28. On a circular track she made a mile in two minutes 
and four seconds (2:04) flat, the best time on record. 


Information was telegraphed from Hong Kong, October 17, that the Peninsular and 
Oriental Company's mail and passenger steamer Bokhara, previously reported missing, 
had been wrecked on Sand Island, one of the Pescadores group, in the China Sea. No 
fewer than 125 persons perished, while only twenty-three were saved. 

A direct telephone line between Chicago and New York, the longest line in use at the 
present time. has just been completed, and on October 18, it was tested the entire dis- 
tance, working satisfactorily. It is 950 miles less a furlong in length. The wire weighs 
435 pounds to the mile, and is a quarter of an inch in diameter. Professor Bell is very 
sanguine as to the financial result of the enterprise. He declared that the whole civilized 
world would be eventually connected by telephone. 

Immense damage was done on October 15, in all parts of England by floods almost 
unprecedented in extent. North Wales and Yorkshire districts suffered most. Three 
and a half inches of continuous rainfall were registered at Bradford, and in Leeds people 
sailed in boats in the streets. It is reckoned that half the crops of the wold farmers have 
been destroyed. At Wakefield, which was inundated, a serious gas explosion took 
place. A chapel at Connah’s Quay was a foot deep in water. 


A dispatch received at San Francisco, October 15, states that cholera is ragiiig at 
Sanchow, in China, carrying off hundreds of victims daily. That portion of the natives 
who held all foreigners in hatred have spread a report that the epidemic is due to the 
action of Europeans who, they allege, have hired Chinese to poison the wells, and have 
thereby caused the deaths. In consequence, intense excitement existed, and it is reported 
that all strangers were subjected to imprisonment, while many others were beheaded. 


On September 28, the last jacket on the largest gun ever made in America was placed 
in position at the Washington navy yard. It is a thirteen-inch rifle. Its length is forty 
feet; diameter at the breech an inch more than four feet, and tapers to the thickness of 
twenty-one inches at the muzzle. When finished, the gun will weigh 158,000 pounds. It 
requires more than a quarter of a ton of powder to load it for one discharge, but that 
quantity hurls a shell, weighing a thousand pounds, a distance of twelve or thirteen miles 
at a velocity of 2,100 feet per second. The gun has been six months in construction. 


Information has reached Boise City, Idaho, U.S.A., of the extermination of a gang of 
cattle thieves who have for months been the terror of the ranchers in that neighborhood. 
In August last they stole several hundred horses, and started with them for British 
Columbia. A large posse of sheriff’s men was speedily organized and pursued them to 
the border of the State. Finding themselves surrounded, the robbers shot half a dozen 
of the stolen horses and made a barricade of their bodies. A protracted struggle took 
place, and in the course of the fight the prairie grass was set on fire, and the flames 
spread in every direction. In the end half a dozen of the robbers were killed, and two 
who had been wounded, were captured and hanged on a tree. The officers returned with 
the survivors of the stolen horses. 

The practices resorted to by many of the Russian peasantry in order to frighten away 
the cholera (says the St. Petersburg correspondent of the Daily Chronicle) shows an 
amount of ignorance and superstition that would be remarkable even in Central Africa. 
In one Siberian village the elders and wise men, after much deliberation, selected twelve 
_ maidens, and ordered them to march round the village at midnight twelve times with 
torches in their hands. The girls were accompanied by twelve men, who, on the com- 
pletion of each of the circuits of the village, fired off guns, while the girls sang some sort 
of incantation. In the villages along the Volga similar circumstances have taken, place, 
accompanied by even more heathenish rites. It is almost unnecessary to add that these 
remarkable anti-cholera measures have had no effect, and that the epidemic, in some 
instances, made its appearances a few days after these processions had taken place. A 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1892. 


CHARITY. 


Ir there is one thing more than another that should influence a man in his 
daily course in life, it is that which inclines him to think favorably of his 
fellow-men, and to do them good. The little he sees of the world, and 
knows of the history of mankind, should teach him to look upon the errors 
of others in sorrow, and not in derision and anger ; while the manifestation 
of a good motive, and a deed worthy of commendation, should draw from 
him. evidences of his appreciation. Many there are who, under peculiar 
| circumstances, become disheartened in their efforts to observe the com- 
mandments of the Lord. Had a manifestation of approval, or a word of 
éncouragement been given, it would have been the means of cheering and 
inciting them to better works. 

If the future is to be judged by the past, the Latter-day Sainte will 
receive but little sympathy from the nations of the earth. Satan's hold 
upon the hearts of the people of the world, so far as the reception of the 
Gospel is concerned, seems to be getting stronger every day. Where a 
deaf ear was presented before, abuse is added now, to the meek missionary 
who, sacrificing home and friends, goes forth to proclaim the truths for 
which our Savior was persecuted. These facts should tend to cause the 
covenant people of the Lord to encourage each other, and those who are 
laboring with them as God’s ambassadors to an indifferent world. 

Some of the latter are young men who, at first, find it very difficult to 
give expression to their ideas. This is particularly the case with those 
who have had no experience in public speaking, or whose experience in 
that line has been limited. Knowing that the Gospel is true, and compre- 

_ hending fully the nature of their faith, they are greatly embarrassed at 
their inability to fluently and clearly express their views. This feeling is 
often caused by a fear of criticism, and a failure in the lucid explanation 
of doctrine sometimes results, which could have been prevented by a little 
encouragement—a manifestation of that Christian charity which covereth 
mytitude of weaknesses. 

Charity is twice blessed. It blesses the bestower and also the recipient. 

Experience among the Latter-day Saints proves that charity has won 

most noble triumphs. When administered with discretion, so far from 
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demoralizing, it has almost invariably stimulated the yobipiont toindustry ; 
while in many other ways it has exalted his moral nature. There seems 
to be a majesty and power in it which overcomes all obstacles, and as snow 
is melted by the noon-day’s sun, so the hard heart is softened, and over 
the face of the soul is thrown asmile. The character of a man is, in a 
great measure, formed by an aggregation of acts. Nobody can take from, 
or add to it but himself. Every act of kindness exhibited in his life is 
noted;.every bad deed is recorded against him; and as he deals out 
charity to others, so shall charity be dealt out to him at the final judg- 
ment. The Bible teaches us that a man’s greatness before the Lord is not 
measured in monetary terms; and that the greatest men are not always 
those who have had monuments erected to their honor; on the contrary, 
we are taught, and the history of the race confirms the teaching, that a 
man’s usefulness depends far more on the kindliness of his daily temper 
than on the great and glorious deeds that attract the attention of the 
world, and hand his name down to future generations. The mighty cata- 
ract of Niagara excites wonder, and fills the mind with amazement and 
awe; we feel that God is there, and that it is well to realize that we are 
in His presence, and to see what wonders He performs. But itis the little 
stream that runs through the meadow, the gentle rivulet that glides along 
that is useful, rather than the swollen flood or the mighty cataract. A 
Niagara is enough for a county, or a state, if it could be run off into tens of 
thousands of quiet streams, watering every farm, meadow and garden, 
and that should flow on day and night with their quiet beauty. Such is 
life. While we admire the great philanthropist, we revere the illustrious 
martyr, though humble he may be. 

The instructions given to us in the New Testament warrant the assertion 
that there is no better index to a man’s character than the measure of 
charity which he exhibits. The Apostle John was the beloved of Jesus of 
all His disciples, and this gifted Apostle proved that kindness, goodwill, 
and a prevailing desire to make others happy, make of the body a fit 
temple for the Holy Ghost. The Apostle James told the people to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to love their neighbors as 
themselves. They were also told that the law of the Prophets was to do 
unto others as they would have others do unto them. Thousands have 
heeded and can testify to the good results following. Do a mana kind 
act, make him feel that you have conferred a genuine favor, and no matter 
how depraved he may afterwards become, unless he is a chronic ingrate 
he will always mention your name with respect, and recall your memory 
with feelings of gratitude. The Gospel teaches that there is good in 
man, and that by living up to its requirements possession of the Holy 
Spirit may be gained, which, as a needle is influenced by magnetism, will 
guide him in the path of duty. It teaches him, also, that there is a chord 
in his soul, be he saint or sinner, exalted or degraded, surrounded by all 
the blessings of wealth and comfort, or cast down in poverty and want, 
which, when touched by the finger of n will vibrate with the music 
of holier and better feelings. 

Numerous instances can be given, proving that i in every case an ample 
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reward is returned to him whet wields the power of the law of Christ, 
“Overcome evil with good.” If any should be inclined to doubt this 
position let them test it by a vigorous practice of noble charity, and then 
will they realize that “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy.” A simple exhibition of the character of the holiest example of 
charity with which this world has ever been blessed, one whose character 
has been viewed with deep emotion for eighteen centuries—Jesus Christ, 
establishes the position taken. Amid al] the persecutions which were 
heaped upon Him, all the contumely which He endured, the malice and 
revenge of His foes, yet not in one instance did He forget to forgive, or 
meet evil with goodness. Can the records of history, or the annals of the 
world, present another such instance of pure forgiveness as was shown, 
when, in His last hours, after having been condemned and nailed to a 
cross by the testimony of perjurers, surrounded by those who mocked at 
His agonies, tortured His body, and jeered at His professions, He prayed, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”? An individual 
dying in the midst of his foes and yet praying for their welfare! What a 
divine seal to all His teachings! Who, then, can reflect upon this glorious 
feature in our Savior’s character and still cherish a revengeful spirit, or 
refuse to extend charity to his brother and forgive him, even until seventy 
times seven? Hard, indeed, must be the heart that can resist a Savior's 
love and nurse enbkiad feelings. 

If we follow in the wake of a charitable person what do we find? That 
kindness will always do good. It makes others happy and prompts them 


to benefit others; it makes others charitable, and that is also doing good. 
. W. B. D., Jr. 


RELEASES. By request of the First Presidency of the Church, Elder 
Moses Thatcher, Jr., is honorably released from his labors as traveling 
Elder in the London Conference, to return home. 

By request of the First Presidency of the Church, Elder S. J. Jepperson 
is honorably released from his labors as traveling Elder in the London 
— to return home. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Exper Don C. W. Musser, in a letter dated Haifa, Palestine, October 4, 
gives the following particulars regarding Elder Haag’s death: Elder Haag 
died of typhus fever on the third of October at five minutes past four in 
the morning, and, owing to the intense heat, he was buried on the same 

day at five o'clock in the afternoon, in the pretty little German cemetery. 
He was a faithful missionary, and had it pleased God to spare his life, no 
doubt he would have accomplished much good in this part of the vineyard. 
In the short time we have been in Haifa, Elder Haag has made a host of 
friends, as evidenced by the large concourse of people that followed his 
mortal remains to their last resting place. Nearly the whole colony turned 
out to do honor to him who left wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
house and home, in fact, everything that was dear to him, in order to take 
up his cross and follow the “meek and lowly Jesus.” It would be impos- 
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sible for me to say how sorry and lonesome I feel at the loss of such a 
brave and noble companion. I am not sorry for him, for I know that he 
lived so, on earth, as to merit the reward of the just. But when I think of 
his family and loving friends, then I feel to say, God's will be done.” I 
am now in the hospital for my own health, but I hope in a few days to be 
better, that is, well, and ready to proceed with my labors. 


RR Hues J. Cannon, in a letter from Hamburg, Germany, dated 
October 21, gives the following particulars connected with the death of his 
brother, David, which occurred at Sorau, fifty-six miles southeast from 
Frankfort, on the morning of the seventeenth: You have of course heard 
of David’s sudden death. Just a week ago to-day I was called by telegraph 
to go to Sorau as he was sick. Upon arriving there I found him very ill 
indeed, suffering from some sort of throat trouble. He was unable to 
speak when J got there, but, after being administered to, he felt better, and 
was able to talk to me. I saw at once that nothing but the power of God 
could save him, and he seemed to feel that his time had come. He told me 
he would like to live and fill his mission, but if it was the will of the Lord 
he was perfectly willing to go. On Sunday, the sixteenth, he was much 
better, until towards night, when he began to grow worse. At nine o clock 
Monday morning, the seventeenth, he passed quietly away. The cause of 
David's death was heart failure. It was difficult for him to breathe, and 
his heart could not stand the strain. I telegraphed to President Scharrer 
and received answer from him to prepare David for shipment, and to 
accompany the body home. I made arrangements to do so, and we leave 
here on the twenty-third with the Suavia, of the Hamburg-American 
packet line. She generally takes twelve days to make the trip. This will 
be a sad home-coming. I try not to get down-hearted; I know David is 
in a far better place than he was in here, and I try to say, “ Not my will 
but Thine be done,” but it is very hard sometimes. He labored diligently 
here, seeming to feel that his time was short. 


PRESIDENT SCHARRER, of the Swiss and German Mission, writing from 
Bern, under date of October 17, gives the following additional particulars 
regarding the death of Elder D. H. Cannon: The dispatch announcing the 
death of Elder D. H. Cannon this afternoon, could scarcely be less surprising 
to you than it was to us, especially, as only a few days ago, I received word 
from him that he was feeling well in body and spirits. On his arrival here 
in May, he mentioned not feeling well, but in the course of a month he wrote 
that he was quite recovered, and felt impressed to go and travel among 
the people as the Lord had revealed to,the Prophet Joseph Smith— 
traveling without purse or scrip. He had appointed to take charge 
of the Berlin branch, but his desires were to be traveling among the 
people as they had done in days gone by. He said he felt that he could 
not do his full duty, and be acceptable unto the Lord, unless he laid every- 
thing upon the altar and journeyed forth as the Lord had directed. He 
gave his surplus ‘money to the President of the district to be used in any 
way he deemed best; his surplus clothing he gave to the poor ; and, trusting 
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in the Lord, he went forth and was blessed most exceedingly. In a 
_ remafkably short time he mastered the language, and wrote me in German 
that he had held a number of meetings two months after being appointed 
to his field of labor. He would talk, explain, and reason upon the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel for hours with men of learning, and, in addition to 
baptizing several people, he made many friends, and was beloved by all 
who had the pleasure of knowing him. He was a young man of remark- 
able faith and courage, saying in one of his letters to me, “I have no fear, 
except the fear of God. Life is of no worth to me if I cannot enjoy the 
Spirit of God, yet I am so full at times that I can scarcely contain myself. 
Would to God the Elders could see and realize the great blessings in 
store for them if they would only be more faithful, earnest, and ‘energetic 
in the work.” A letter, just received from Hugh J. Cannon, gives me the 
first particulars about Brother David’s sickness. He says: “You may be 
as much surprised as I am to find that I am in Sorau. Last Friday 
morning I received a dispatch to come to Sorau as David was sick. I 
went and found him, indeed, a very sick man; he could not talk a word, 
and was quite delirious. The people with whom he stayed (members of 
the Church) were very kind; they watched over him and did all they 
could, but there seemed to be something the matter with his throat; he had 
not swallowed anything for four days. Last night, however, we succeeded 
in getting him to swallow some milk. The people think his sickness is 
due to too much exertion, and not enough strengthening food; but he 
insists that this is not the reason.” This was the substance of the news 
contained up to Saturday evening, the fifteenth. It is, indeed, a sad 
occurrence to lose such a good, true, and faithful laborer. He was an 
example as a missionary, and, had the Lord spared his life, he would 
have accomplished a great work, for his whole heart and soul were 
in it. 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 675.] 


Oxx of the features that has distinguished those who are now Latter-day 

Saints from their fellows in the lands where this Gospel has been preached 
is this: they did believe that there might be revelation from God. If they 
did not believe it entirely, they hoped, at least, that the statement might 
be true; and those who have traveled to preach this Gospel have found a 
class of individuals scattered throughout the nations that had a desire in 
their hearts to know concerning the will of God. They were dissatisfied 
with existing forms of religion. There was something that did not satisfy 
the desires and the yearnings of their hearts. They wanted something 
more tangible than they were able to obtain around them. These souls 
have been found in every land where the Elders of this Church have 
traveled, and when they heard the testimony that God had spoken from 
the heavens once more, and that they could know this for themselves, 
they were possessed with a desire to take the course pointed out, and ob- 
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tain a knowledge as to whether this statement was a true one or not. The 
Latter-day Saints who were gathered to these mountains, and who joined 
this Church after they were old enough to comprehend the doctrines, are 
all of this class. I do not suppose that an exception can be found 
throughout the entire people. They had a great and overpowering anxiety 
to know concerning the things of God; and when they heard the message 
of the Elders, testifying that God had again spoken, that He had sent 
heavenly messengers to the earth, and had restored the authority that was 
once upon earth—the authority to administer the ordinances of life and 
salvation—and had also restored the Holy Ghost and the gifts that were 
possessed by the Church in the days of the Savior, they felt as though 
they would give all they had in the world if it were true, and taking the 
advice of the Elders who bore this testimony, they went out in secret and 
humbled themselves before the Lord, and called upon Him in the name of 
Jesus to give them a testimony concerning its truth. From Canada in 
the north to Mexico in the south, thousands and thousands of people who 
live throughout these valleys can arise and bear solemn testimony, before 
high heaven and before their fellow men, that God did reveal to them in 
an indisputable manner that He had done all that the Elders testified He 
had. It is a marvelous thing to see men and women of so many national- 
ities congregated together throughout these mountain valleys and all of 
one heart and mind, and of one belief, bearing similar testimonies; some 
speaking in one language and some in another, but all united in bearing 
this testimony to which I have referred, that they have actually received 
from the Lord a testimony concerning the divinity of the religion that 
they have espoused. It is one of the strangest things in the world that 
men and women will see such a great movement as this, so peculiar in all 
its phases, so phenomenal, it may be said, and yet not bestow attention 
upon the movement sufficient to investigate it or to learn whether it be 
true or false. But this is the condition. I have often thought and ex- 
pressed myself to others to this effect, that with my cast of mind and with 
my mode of thought I could not witness that which I see in these valleys 
without being impelled to investigate it. Everything connected with it is 
so different from that which is elsewhere to be seen that I could not rest 
content until I had examined it. But it is a strange fact that thousands 
pass through this Territory, listen to the testimony of the Elders concern- 
ing the divinity of this work, and go away den having any apparent 
impression made upon them. 

Now, this is true or it is false. God has wile from the heavens or He 
has not spoken. God has restored the everlasting Priesthood that was 
upon the earth in former days, or He has not. God has restored the 
authority to administer the ordinances of life and salvation, or He has not 
done so. God has built up His Church according to the ancient pattern, and 
placed within it all the officers that were in the original Church, or He has 
not done it. God has restored the everlasting Gospel, with the gifts and 
ordinances in their plentitude, or He has not done it. There is no middle 
ground upon which anyone can stand in regard to these questions. That 
which we state is true, or it is absolutely false. Part of it cannot be true; 
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it must be true in its entirety, or it is false in its entirety. Under these 
circumstances what will mankind do about it? Will they pronounce it 
false without investigation? If they do, then it speaks very poorly for 
their love of truth and for their desire to know God and to comprehend 
the principles of salvation; and certainly in the day of the Lord Jesus 
they will be held accountable. 

No man can witness that which is being done in these mountains and 
escape condemnation, if he does not examine these things. As sure as He 
lives, and as sure as there is a day of judgment, when we shall all have to 
answer to God for our obedience or disobedience to the truth, so sure will 
every human being, that has heard about this Gospel and that has wit- 
nessed that which has taken place in these mountains, be held to a strict 
accountability for it—that is, he will either be justified or condemned for 
embracing or for rejecting this work. I know that a great many entertain 
the idea that condemnation cannot follow until everyone has been borne 
testimony to. This is true to a certain extent. But condemnation will 
follow those who witness so stupendous a work as this going on and do 
not examine it. It is a witness that should leave them without excuse. It 
is not as though men said this was the work of men. No man has taken 
the credit to himself for building up this Church. The followers of John 
Wesley called themselves Wesleyans. He was the founder of that sect. 
John Calvin was the founder of the Calvanists or Presbyterians. Luther 
was the founder of his sect. Soit has been with the founders of all the 
Protestant denominations. Each has borne the name of its founder. 

But in this case this has not been done. Joseph Smith claimed no credit, 
and no member of the Church, which he was the instrument in the hands 
of God of founding, has given him any credit for this work. Somebody 
had to be chosen. God does not send angels to do the work of man. He 
gives man the authority. God does not send resurrected beings to do that 
which man can do, and you need never expect that He will do so. But He 
ordains men, giving unto them the power and the authority that they 
need in the flesh; and in this way this Church was established. The 
Elders that have gone forth to carry this Gospel to the ends of the earth 
have made no pretentions to do this in and of themselves. They have 
universally declared that what they did was through the power and bless- 
ing of God, and the outpouring of His Holy Spirit upon those who have 
received their testimony. Therefore, this organization is not in any sense 
a man-made organization, according to the testimony of those who are 
connected with it; but it is an organization that God has founded. If 
there be union among this people, it is not Joseph Smith, nor Brigham 
Young, nor any other man that has brought it about. If there is love 
among the people, and if they are bound together by ties, such as are not 
known among other men, the credit is not due to any individual or body 
of individuals; it has not been the cunning, or the craftiness, or the 
shrewdness of any man or body of men. But in the remotest parts of the 
earth where the Elders have gone they have gone accompanied by the 
Spirit of God. They have not gone because they were educated in theo- 
logical seminaries, or colleges, or universities. They have been taken from 
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the shoemaker’s bench, from the blacksmith’s forge, from the plow, from 
the merchant's desk, and from every avocation of life, as God has called 
them, just as it was in ancient days, when they left their fishermen’s nets, 
at the call of the Savior, to preach the Gospel. 

[To BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH NEWS. 


— from Territorial papers. ) 

Scarlet fever is raging in the Twenty-first Ward in Salt Lake City. 

At a meeting of the City Council of Salt Lake City, held October 4, F. Kesler 1 was 
removed as police justice, and W. W. Gee appointed to that office. 

Rev. J. Wesley Hill preached his farewell sermon in Ogden, on the evening of October 
2. He has accepted a call to go to Helena, Montana, where he will continue his minis- 
terial duties in behalf of the Methodist Church. 

The outlook for an extension of a railroad to Richfield from Salina is reported to be 
excellent, as the railroad company and the Richfield people seem to agree well, and the 
company have a large amount of steel rails at Thistle. 

The twenty-first of October, 1892—the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America by Columbus—was observed by the people of Utah as a holiday, i in compliance 
with the proclamation issued by Governor A. L. Thomas. 

The Salt Lake Herald, of October 2, announces the appointment of William Hyde as 
ene Charles W. Penrose as assistant editor, and G. E. Blair as business . 
Byron Grvo, H. G. Whitney, and R. G. Taysum have retired. 

From experiments recently made by Dr. J. K. Talmage, it was found that Great Salt 
Lake is teeming with animal life. Four distinct classes of lower animal forms were dis- 
covered. They are the brine shrimp, which is the most abundant, a small gnat or fly, 
and two types closely allied to beetles. 


The Territorial Democratic convention, for the purpose of nominating a delegate to Con- = 


gress, for Utah, was held at Provo, commencing on October 5, The nominees in the field 
were Judge H. P. Henderson, John T. Caine, and Joseph L. Rawlins, of Salt Lake City; 
and W. H. King, of Provo. Mr. Rawlins was made the unanimous choice of the convention. 
The platform adopted by the Democrats contains the following clause: We regard the 
report of the Utah Commission as strictly in line with the whole course of the Republican 
party towards Utah. The Republican President has officially declared his doubts as to 
the sincerity of the Mormon people in their announced abandonment of polygamy. The 
reports of Republican congressional committeemen have emphasized these doubts. Their 
words have been echoed by the Republican press. The President has also withheld action 
on the petition for general amnesty presented by Mormon leaders, endorsed and signed 
by prominent officials and statesmen of both parties. And by voting against home rule, 
by introducing and then smothering a sham measure, having the appearance without the 
intention of preparing the way for statehood, and by the obstructive plank in its platform 
adopted at Minneapolis, the ublican party has exhibited the old-time and continued 
hostility to the people of this Territory and its determination to hinder as long as possible 
the attainment of their political rights and liberties. We announce our complete con- 
fidence in the sincerity of the Mormon people in their abandonment of polygamy, in 
submission to the laws of the land, and their division on party lines, and our full faith in 
the pledges of their Church leaders that the freedom of the members in political affairs 
shall not be interfered with by them in any particular. We view the attempts of indi- 
viduals to make it appear that the Mormon Presidency secretly desire and work for the 
success of any party as a slander upon the ee 


in such despicable trickery.” 
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